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Financial constraints are no obstacle to pursuing her dreams in the arts and social fields 
 
Growing up in a single-income family made Ms Masha Nyanna Wee Junyadi realise that her 
dream of pursuing the arts in university is not something that is easy to achieve. 
 
The desire to contribute to society through the arts prompted Masha to pursue her studies in 
the BA (Hons) Design for Social Futures programme at LASALLE College of the Arts, University 
of the Arts Singapore. 
 
The 22-year-old, eldest of two siblings, not only worked two part-time jobs; she also relied on 
financial assistance from those around her to finance her studies for the two years. 
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Thus, her convocation ceremony on 7 August was a meaningful moment when all the sacrifices 
she made over the past two years finally paid off with a degree. 
 
For the first time, the ceremony brought together 693 graduates from UAS’s founding 
members, LASALLE College of the Arts and Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA). 
 
Of these, eight graduates received the LASALLE Academic Excellence Award, while 11 others 
received the NAFA Best Graduate Award. 
 
Minister for Education, Mr Desmond Lee, was present as the Guest of Honour. 
 
Masha shared that the moment she received the degree was proof that financial constraints do 
not stop anyone from pursuing their dreams. 
  
In fact, she hopes her story can inspire future artists who are facing similar challenges. 
 
This is because, when she accepted the offer to study in 2024, her family did not even have 
enough savings to pay for her first semester fees within the specified period. 
 
The fees had to be paid within two weeks to confirm her place at the university. 
 
“To accept the offer, I only had about two weeks to pay the fees. Finding money during that 
period was very challenging for me and my family. My mother did not meet the requirements to 
be a guarantor at the bank, while many other family members were also unable to help. So, I 
almost could not continue my studies because I failed to confirm my place,” the 
Eurasian-Malay shared. 
 
Masha admits that her experience growing up in a single-mother family shapes her attitude to 
be more frugal and prudent in spending. 
 
Fortunately, with the help of friends, the BinjaiTree Bursary and the Lee Foundation Award, she 
was able to repay the money and cover almost all her tuition fees. 
 
“Studying at university is not cheap. That is why I want every cent spent to be used well for my 
future. I do not want to just produce art for commercial purposes; rather, it must benefit 
society,” she said. 
 
Masha is currently working at a youth development charity, a job she got a few months before 
graduating. 
 
She said the knowledge she gained during her studies helped her get the job, where she 
continues to empower young people in need. 
 
“Being part of the first cohort of this programme means a lot to me. It’s not often that we get 
the opportunity to be the first group to go through such an experience. 
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“This degree has opened up opportunities for me to get a meaningful job and provided me with 
financial stability. At the same time, I can use the skills I have learnt to help youth from 
backgrounds like mine,” said Masha. 
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